
ment supports what we 
do in any of our chosen 
pursuits, but in particu-
lar what we do here at 
Great Basin College 
Foundation.  
“Kindness is the cardi-
nal virtue of life.” As 
people dedicated to 
education, how often 
are we presented with 
the opportunity kind-
ness provides, either as 
one who acts kindly or 
as one who graciously 
receives a kindness. 
“Life is endlessly divert-
ing.” How often, again, 
as those dedicated to 
learning, are our lives 
diverted by an opportu-
nity provided by our 
experience in higher 
education. How lucky 
we are that our lives can 
be so often diverted 
and that what we learn 
can help us to capitalize 

It has been a busy sev-
eral months at Great 
Basin College Founda-
tion. In September, we 
dedicated the Paul and 
Gwen Leonard Center 
for Student Life. Regent 
William Cobb was un-
able to attend the 
opening, but sent a 
lovely letter (pages 7 
and 8) that pays tribute 
to the Leonard’s. Take a 
few minutes to learn 
about the rich and gen-
erous lives of the Leo-
nard family. 
We have great respect 
for their daughter, 
Jackie who, unfortu-
nately, was unable to 
attend the dedication of 
the Leonard Center. 
Jackie continues the 
family’s commitment to 
philanthropy in educa-
tion, deepening our 
admiration for her con-

tributions to the lives of 
citizens of Nevada. I 
was particularly moved 
by something she wrote 
in Silver and Blue about 
what she has learned, 
and I thought I might 

share a little of it with 
you. 
“What I’ve learned is 
that kindness is the 
cardinal virtue of life 
and that life is endlessly 
diverting.” How simple, 
how utterly true, and 
how much the state-
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We are proud to announce 
that the Foundation dis-
tributed over $77,000 to 
students through scholar-
ships this fall.  We would 
not have been able to do 
this without the generos-
ity of  our faithful donors.  
Through many different 
scholarships, our donors 
help to educate our stu-
dents and help us to 
achieve our mission to 
bring student-centered, 

post-secondary education 
to rural Nevada.  We are 
proud to be a part of this 
exciting adventure and 
hope that you and others 
like you would consider 
donating to this worthy 
cause.  Keeping GBC 
strong helps produce a 
better community and a 
better way of life through-
out our service area. 
 
 

Over $77,000 distributed to our students!! 

(cont’d on page 2) 



GBC Foundation’s Student 
Childcare Assistance Sub-
sidy was established in 
2002 by GBC Foundation 
as part of its commitment 
to assisting students with 
their childcare expenses 
at all GBC Campuses. 
We are proud to be able to 
offer this assistance to 
our students and realize 
we are not only helping 
them but their families as 
well. 
Along with Wells Fargo 
and Elko Federal Credit 

Union, we hope to be 
able to continue this 
support and provide a 
chance for our par-
ents/students to suc-
ceed. 
 
 

This is Why We Do What We Do… 
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Elko Police Officers Support Our Students... 

Detective Dennis Price of the Elko 
Police Department and Treasurer of 
the Elko Police Officers Protective 
Association presented Great Basin 
College Foundation with a $1500 
check  for their 2010/2011 
scholarship at GBC. The scholarship 
provides much needed funding to an 
exemplary freshman student from Elko 
County studying Criminal Justice at 
Great Basin College. As Price 
explained, the Elko Police Department 
wishes to encourage outstanding 
students to pursue a career in the field 
of criminal justice, be it law 
enforcement, prosecution, corrections 
or other fields which promote and 

protect our citizens. The EPD raises 
funds for their scholarship through 
the annual Demolition Derby they 
stage in Elko. Patty Jones, Annual & 
Planned Giving Manager of Great 
Basin College Foundation added that 
scholarships are vital to student 
success, and GBC offers two 
Associate degrees in Criminal Justice; 
one with a Law Enforcement Emphasis 
and one with a Corrections Emphasis. 
Any one wishing to establish a 
scholarship at GBC can contact Patty 
Jones at 775.753.2236 or 
pattyj@gwmail.gbcnv.edu.  

Great Basin College Foun-
dation, we have the oppor-
tunity to provide Great Ba-
sin College with substantial 
resources for advancement 
in the coming decade. 
Funding for scholarships, 
programs and facilities will 
be vital to the future of 
young students across ru-
ral Nevada. Courage and 
commitment by our Trus-
tees, the faculty, staff and 

on or simply to cope with 
those diversions. How luck-
ier still, are we, that those 
diversions can help us to 
develop the skills to treat 
people with kindness. 
 
Now we have the chance to 
pay forward the kindness of 
the Leonard’s. Higher edu-
cation in Nevada faces 
enormous challenges. 
Challenges always provide 
opportunity. In the case of 

News from The Director 
(cont’d from page 1) 

students of GBC, and, 
indeed the entire rural 
Nevada community will 
assure the future of 
higher education in Ne-
vada,  and thereby the 
sustainable future of the 
State. 



Ashley Olpin of the GBC 
Student Nurses Organization
(2009/2010) presents Patty 
Jones of GBC Foundation 

with a check for $1,000 
for the Foundation's 
Nursing Starter Kit Fund. 

This summer I was 
given the opportunity 
to attend a conference 
at historical Dartmouth 
College. CASE (Council 
for the Advancement 
and Support of Educa-
tion) hosted this very 
informative conference 
teaching  almost 300 
attendees from all over 
the world the fine art of 
fundraising and all that 
is involved in this ex-
citing arena.  I was 
pleased to represent 
Great Basin College and 
all of rural Nevada.  I 

learned the value of 
what our team here at 
the Foundation does 
and has done since this 
institution was started 
over 40 years ago.  I 
am excited to begin 
implementation of the 
skills I learned and to 
become a key partici-
pant in the field of do-
nor relations and an-
nual fundraising.  I 
thank my colleagues 
and the Board of Trus-
tees for providing this 
opportunity for growth. 

I also experienced an au-
thentic New England Clam-
bake, walked the historic 
campus of Dartmouth and 
enjoyed the hospitality of 
Hanover. 

Recently, a group of GBC 
nursing students stopped 
by our office to express 
their appreciation for the 
Foundation’s funding 
which provides them with 
their nursing starter kits.  
Foundation staff ex-
plained that through a 
bequest from Thelma 
Trescartes who so appre-
ciated the help she re-
ceived from GBC nursing 
students, the Foundation 
established a fund to pro-
vide these kits to our new 
nursing students.  In ad-

dition, for the past few 
years the Student Nursing 
Organization (SNO) has 
voted to add funds to this 
account so that future 
students can enjoy this 
benefit.  Hats off to our 
students as they practice 
the art of philanthropy 
and paying it forward! 

Professional Development and a Clambake! by Carolyn Trainor 

Student Nurses Appreciate Our Help 
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SNO Supports GBCF! 

Dartmouth College, founded in 1769 
 

Pictured from left to right are GBC Student 
Nurses: Christy Gillespie, Brittany Klekas, Erin 
Heise, and Kayla Spence 
   



Family, friends and 
Foundation Legacy so-
ciety members cele-
brated the grand open-
ing of The Paul and 
Gwen Leonard Center 
September 15 on the 
Elko Campus. The Leo-
nard Center for Student 
Life blends trendy de-
sign, innovative tech-
nology and an amazing 
setting for students 
and community mem-
bers to experience 
Great Basin College.   
Made possible by a 
$2.3M bequest from 
the Leonard estate, 

Nate Turner of 
Lombard Conrad Archi-
tects created a vision 
for the building which 
Jackie Leonard, the 
couple’s daughter vet-
ted.  Unfortunately, 
Jackie was unable to 
join us for the festivi-
ties and Rich Barrows 
spoke on her behalf. 

Leonard Center for Student Life-Grand Opening Event! 
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Patty Jones, Planned Giving Manager and 
Sophia Kane, long time GBC supporter. 

Julie Smith, Director of Student Life with SGA officers:  Paulette 
Batayola, President; Crystal Morgan, Secretary; Elko Senator, 
Erica Netcher and Ely Senator, Janae Johnson. 
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Betty Vaughan, Sophia Kane, and Paul Sawyer (one of the 
original founders of GBC) 

Tom Gallagher, Regent Dorothy Gallagher, 
VP of Student Services, Lynn Mahlberg and 
GBC President, Carl Diekhans 



What could 
be better than a beautiful 
evening and wonderful 
food, amidst the gorgeous 

backdrop of our cam-
pus?  Well, how about 
the smell of beef slowly 
roasting filling the air 
accented by Big Coun-
try’s FM music?  Our 
first annual Battle of the 
Beef BBQ Cook off was a 
huge success thanks to 
all who participated.  
Blach Distributing pro-
vided a selection of 
Budweiser beers while 
volunteers from P.A.C.E. 
Coalition checked the 
IDs of attendees with 
welcoming smiles.  Over 
150 people enjoyed the 
delicious samples from 
both Café X and The 

Flying Fish.   Deciding 
who they thought was the 
winner was the toughest 
part of their job.   How-
ever, ballots were cast and 
by the end of the evening, 
we had a winner, The Fly-
ing Fish. They prepared a 
brisket in an apricot, 
bourbon marinade and 
then slow-smoked it all 
day!  This delicious entrée 
will be available on their 
lunch menu for a month! 
The Nevada Beef Council 
sponsored the $500 
grand prize, and another 
$250 prize for serving the 
entrée on their menu. In 
addition, 
the winning 
recipe will 
go forward 
to compete 

for the best beef 
dish in the state Beef 
Backer Award. 
 
Along with savory dishes, 
Let Them Eat Cake…
Bakery provided luscious 
desserts and coffee.  The 
GBC Aggies were on hand 
to give away information 
and recipes on beef to 
inspire everyone to go 
home and create their own 
winning beef dish! We are 
already scheduling this 
event for next fall---plan 
on attending! 

Battle of the Beef... 
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Let Them Eat Cake...Bakery supplied the 
goodies for our sweet tooth. 

Heather Weatherford with GBC Aggies 
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A Letter from Regent Cobb… 



A Letter from Regent Cobb…(Cont’d from page 7) 
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P.O. Box 2056 
Elko, NV  89803 

Phone: 775-753-2446 
Fax: 775-738-9321 
E-mail: gbcfoundation@gbcnv.edu 

The Foundation’s mission is to provide 
private sources of funding for the schol-
arships, programs, and facilities of Great 
Basin College (the “College”). This is 
achieved primarily through cultivation and 
management of fiscal resources and pro-

motion of the College’s image throughout 
the region. GBC Foundation has a Govern-
ing Board of Trustees consisting of a 
maximum of 35 trustees who provide 
oversight for the activities of the Founda-
tion.  

Great Basin College Foundation 

"We put the fun in fundraising!" 

We’re on the Web! 
www.gbcnv.edu/foundation/ 

Now follow 
us on 

Facebook! 

Remember your 
first day at a new 
school? Your first job? 
Or the moment you 
laid eyes on your new 
child? Somewhere after 
the thrill, it’s possible 
you experienced an-
other wave of emotion. 
Oh no! I’ve never done 
this before! What do I 

do! Where are the instruc-
tions? 

And so it goes in 
the Foundation office. We 
are the proud owners of a 
new accounting software 
package: Microsoft Great 
Plains Dynamics. The ac-
counting software pack-
age we implemented in 
2000 in conjunction with 
the acquisition of our do-
nor database software is 
meeting its demise. The 

message that brings ter-
ror to the heart of users 
came last spring: “We will 
no longer be providing 
support for your soft-
ware!” As is common, the 
notice came with a one-
time offer to acquire new 
accounting software and 
convert our data at a very 
reasonable price. 

Effective July 1 of 
this year, we began using 
the new software. Al-
though we declined full-
blown training with a 
price tag of several thou-
sands of dollars, we have 
purchased a bit of tar-
geted training. This fol-
lows hours of on-line 
training modules and 
scouring hundreds of 
pages of users’ manuals. 
(I’m one of seven people 

in the country who actu-
ally reads users’ manu-
als!) 
 Our debits and 
credits are being entered 
as usual. Bills are being 
paid, and receipts are be-
ing deposited. Bank and 
investment statements are 
being reconciled. Some of 
the reports are a work-in-
progress. But rest as-
sured, by the time our 
next meeting rolls 
around, the reports you 
are accustomed to will be 
ready! 
 
 

Seasons of Change by Our Controller, Lisa Heise 

Our Mission 


