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MNATIVE AMEBIC AN PERSPECTIVE:

By Frances Hooper as featured in Volurme 12 of In Facus

My name is Florence Frances Pacheco Hooper. | am a Paiute and a member of the Fallon Fal-Sho
Tribe. | was borm in Tonopah, Hevada, January 2, 1934, to Rosarls and lowa “hwy™ Allen Pacheca,
the fourth of five children. My Tather was a sHver miner and following his death, my mother, a
traditional Paiute, moved us back to our horeeland on the 3tillwater Indlan Reservation where my
grandparents, Topsy Steve Allen and Charley Allen, had also theed,

Bafare | was five years old, my mother determined that she wes unable to take care of us
children, o we weare separabed and placed in foater homes. My younger brother, Thomas Pacheco
and | were placed in the hame of Mary and [da Daltan of SHllwater,

| attended 1st through Ird grades at the Cottage ®chools on Esst Stfllwater Avenwe 1n Fellon and
the 4th through 12th grades at Stewart Indlan School outside of Corson City, Nevada.

#y husberd, Emest Hooper, t5 a Shoshane Indian and a member of the Yomba Shosbone Tribe, The
Yomba Shoshone Reservation i located 40 miles sguth of Austin, Hevada, Yomba mears wild
carmaks which were only one of the many kinds of rools that were eaten by the Stashone people,
who historicelly lived in mountain areas.

Erresst, who {5 now 62 years of age, alsn
attended Stewart |ndian Scheol. Later he

attended Churchill County Migh School for
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the 9th and 10th grades and returmed to
Stewart Indian Schood where b gradusated
with the dass of 1945, We mek again fn 1955
and in 1956 he asked me b ey him,

In 19&0 Emest decided he wanted to become
a minister im order to help Amerkcan Indiare,
We moved to Hot Springs, South Dakota, far
frve years and from there we traveled
throughout thirty two states with aur four
children, Kenneth, David, Rebecra and
Bryan.

In 1965 we moved back e Churchll County
ta the now Pei-Shoshons Indlan Reservation,
and we have made our home here sver since.
Ernie practices his mingtry and & employed
a5 2 heavy equipment operator. 1 am a
hausewife and help Emie wherever 1 can, by
playing hymns an the piana for church
services and traveling with him o dfferent
bovems wiheng e A rpssded,

I have acquired hobbles, knftting, crecheting
and doing indian bead work, which | love
best. | also started collecting Indian artifacks
Emir Hoopar halds the microphone Fogr myself.
Jor Frances as she explaing the old ways
of the Palute peapie ta o group of
Elderbastel
participants from the museum in 1997,
fChurchit! County Murseum aad
Archhvas Photograph Collection)

One day Yiviam Hicks, who 15 a member of the lRrary staff at West End Elementary School, asked
me W | would speak of our Tol-Theutta pecple [In the Palute lenguage the ™T & pronounced Uke a
"0"] belare cne of the classes there, My granddaughber Jafmes was T this class,

| ercenibad and &0 joved talking about our Faiute ancestors. For the pest elght yvears | have also
visibed Northside School, Churchill County High School and some= other scheols. For the past three
yvears we heve partkipated In the Hatfve American Day at the Laura Mills Park and have been
Irvited to speak before Museum sporsored Elderhostel guests.
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