Faculty Senate

Friday, December 7, 2007
Battle Mountain – BM 3; Elko –GTA 130; Ely –GBC 112;

Pahrump – PVC 124; Winnemucca –GBC 109

Meeting Minutes
I. Roll call

Voting Representatives:  

Susan Bettles; Lisa Arkell; Pat Anderson; Dorinda Friez; Janie Moore; Bret Murphy; 
John Rice; Jeannie Rosenthal; Joyce Shaw; Yvonne Sutherland; Star Thomson; Pat Warren; Mardell Wilkins; Lijuan Zhai; Jay Larson; Glen Tenney; Beatrice Wallace; Richard Barton; Scott Hennefer; Cindy Hyslop; Susanna Dorr; Robert Hannu; Dwaine Hiles; 

Bonnie Hofland; Lynette Macfarlan; Sarah Negrete; Frank Daniels; Susanne Bentley; 
Kevin Laxalt; Linda Uhlenkott; Patty Fox; Gretchen Skivington; Amber Donnelli; 
Tamara Gailey; Karen Mowrey; Margaret Puccinelli; Mary Ray; Sharon Sutherland; 
David Ellefsen; Eric Walsh; Xunming Du; Lynne Owens; Dale Griffith; Gregory Schmaltz; Wendy Charlebois; Karen Martin; Laurie Walsh; Caroline Bruno; James Elithorp; 
David Freistroffer; Kara Miller; Tawny Crum; Janice King; Scott Nielsen; Phil Smith; Teresa Howell; and John Newman;
Other Members Present: 

Meachell LaSalle; John Rice; Pat Warren; Karen Kirkwood; Dorothy Moore; 
Karen Dannehl; Robert Lurker; Eric Woodman; Squy Wallace; Pete Bagley; 
and Wyoming Rossett

Others Present:  

GBC President, Dr. Paul Killpatrick; Dr. C. William Reinhard, VPAS; Dr. Mike McFarlane, VPAA and C. M. (Mac) Taylor, Controller

Dr. Killpatrick spoke to the Senate about Governor Gibbons’ recent proposed 8% Budget reduction.  He stated he wanted to advise the Senate immediately, rather than them reading and/or hearing it through the news media.  The Governor’s proposed reduction would not take place until January 2008.  He further advised that cutting expenses have already been put into place, with a hiring freeze and a reduction in travel expenses.  The President provided encouraging aspects as well; increased enrollment and adding the Pahrump Campus.  Dr. Killpatrick stated it was necessary to maintain priorities, recruitment, and to keep FTE up.  

Dr. Killpatrick called on Dr. Reinhard, Vice-president of Administrative Services, to speak about the proposed budget cuts.  Dr. Reinhard stated that the cuts would result in an estimated $1.3 million dollar loss to the College.  It was the College’s recommendation, to the Governor, not to make operational cost cuts.  It was felt that there were many alternatives the Governor could take without cutting higher education.  Other options that should be considered were; drawing from the “Rainy Day” Fund; allowing the College to retain a greater portion of its tuition and fees revenue; consider other one-shot and capital appropriations; seek other revenue sources.  It remains the College’s main goal to make sure that students do not feel the pinch.  He reiterated that more would be known in January 2008.  

Chair Nickel requested that all the outlying areas be made aware of the budget cuts and have the same information available to them.


It was questioned on how departments would be expected to cut their budgets.


Dr. Mike McFarlane stated, at this time, he urged all to be cautious and to slow down the process of money going out.  State accounts, i.e. Operating Fund, would be watched closely.  He advised that the Lab Fee Account would be a place where funds could be diverted from.  


It was questioned if the recent Equipment Requests would be affected.  Dr. Reinhard advised to submit requests as usual, but requests have been frozen at this time.  


Dr. McFarlane stated to submit budget requests as if the reduction did not exist.  He advised that class enrollments would be analyzed; if necessary, they may need to be consolidated.
II. Call to order:  Action

Chair Nickel called to order the regular meeting of the Faculty Senate at 1:18 p.m. on December 7, 2007.
III. Approval of minutes from NOVEmBER 16, 2007, meeting:  Action
The Faculty Senate Minutes from November 16, 2007, were approved unanimously. 
IV. senate chair report:  Information
a)
 Textbook Policy

Chair Nickel advised that the Senate passed the current Textbook Policy on April 27, 2007.  It was then presented to President’s Council.  The Council reviewed the policy and advised it lacked guidelines set forth in Regents, Title 4, Chapter 14, Section 23, paragraph 2, “each NSHE institution shall develop an approved statement of professional and ethical guidelines relative to the selection of textbooks or other instructional materials.”  Chair Nickel stated that he would be working on the necessary additions to the policy over Christmas break and would be presenting his draft to the Senate at the January meeting.  
b)
Regents Meeting


The main topic of discussion was the upcoming budget cuts.
V. committee reports
a) Academic Standards - No Report
b) Adjunct Faculty:  Written Report
c) Assessment:  Verbal Report

Suzanne Bentley advised that the committee has gathered most of the necessary data for the upcoming accreditation.  She thanked everyone for their participation.  
d) Budget & Facilities – No Report
Rich Barton advised the Senate to continue submitting their equipment requests.  He reminded them that the deadline was December 21, 2007.
e) By Laws – No Report
f) Compensation & Benefits – Verbal Report
Kara Miller reported that the committee had spent all its money.
g) Curriculum & Articulation – Written Report/Action

Sarah Negrete advised that a correction needed to be made to ELM 101.  Faculty Senate, at the October 19, 2007, meeting approved the EKM 101 as a 7 credit course; it should have read, “ as a variable credit course 1 – 7.”

Sarah requested the Senate’s approval on the following report:
	Course Number
	Course Name
	Credits 
	Action

	EMS 112B
	EMT Enhanced-Intermediate
	3-5
	Approved

	EMS 109B
	EMT Refresher Training
	2
	Approved

	MTRN 110B
	Introduction to Online Medical Transcription
	3
	Approved

	MTRN 120B
	Medical Terminology for Online Medical Transcription
	5
	Approved

	MTRN 130B
	Anatomy & Physiology Disease Processes for
Medical Transcription
	3
	Approved

	MTRN 140B
	Medical Specialties
	3
	Approved

	NURS 335
	Concepts in Prof. Nursing Practice
	4
	Approved

	NURS 315
	Self-Leadership & Professional Transition
	4
	Approved

	ELM 102
	Electrical Workforce Training II
	1-7
	Approved

	BUS 296
	NxLevel Training (Entrepreneurship)
	3
	Approved

	FT 112B
	Power Saws
	1
	Approved


The following courses were deleted:

· NURS 302 Portfolio Examination

· ECON 198B Special Topics in Economics

A motion was made and seconded to approve the report and correct ELM 101 to read as a variable credit course 1 – 7.  The motion was approved unanimously.
h) Department Chairs – No Report
i) Distance Education – Verbal Report

John Newman advised that WebCampus would be receiving an upgrade.  The new version should correct problems that the program has been experiencing.  The upgrade would be installed over Christmas break.  He felt that a part of the instructors’ problem with WebCampus was the lack of training.  Only 25% of the faculty participated in workshops that were conducted. 

John announced an additional workshop would be conducted in January for online courses.  Further inquiries will show how the program can be generated to foreign students.  


It was questioned if current classes established in WebCampus would convert easily into the new version.  John explained that this was an upgrade, not a conversion.  It’s intended to repair ongoing problems, and it would not be necessary to convert files.
j) Faculty & Administrative Evaluations – No Report
k) I.C.E. – Verbal Report

Jeannie Rosenthal announced that Dan Dagget and Norma Cantu from the Cowboy Poetry Gathering would be speaking on campus.

Jeannie invited and encouraged everyone to attend the Committee’s meeting.
l) Integrative Seminars – No Report
m) Library – No Report
n) Personnel – No Report
o) Student Relations  - No Report
VI. FOUR-YEAR COMMITTEE REPORTS
p)  Bachelor of Applied Science – No Report
q) Bachelor of Arts in Integrative Studies – Verbal Report

Frank Daniels advised that it had been approved to remove “Professional” from the title.
r) Bachelor of Social Work – No Report
s) Elementary and Secondary Education – Verbal Report

Wendy Charlebois reported on her recruiting efforts.  She has been traveling throughout the outlying areas and stated it has been a difficult process obtaining students.

There are such great opportunities in the field.  She was excited to announce that this spring semester the first Pahrump students would be entering the program.  
VII. CAREER & TECHNICAL TRAINING – Verbal Report

Bret Murphy provided training updates with Newmont Gold.  He announced that a dual credit diesel program has been started in Battle Mountain.  Norm Whitaker would be moving into Ralph Siler’s position.  Contract Training would be receiving additional funds to continue the program.  Round Mt. Gold is doing online courses with the College.  The students would be working hand-in-hand with a college instructor and their mine supervisors.

It was questioned if they would continue to utilize the National Guard Armory.  Bret stated that they would continue with the current arrangement. 
VIII. Health Sciences and Human Services Department – Written Report
IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 
X. NEW BUSINESS – None 
XI. INFORMATION 
a) Star Thomson introduced Mac Taylor as the new Controller.   
b) I.C.E. volunteered to provide Senate refreshments at the next meeting.
c) A Retirement Party would be held for Pat Warren, Marilee Kuhl, Ralph Siler and Ellen Muth on Thursday, December 12th between 4-6 p.m.
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT – Action 
The Faculty Senate adjourned the meeting at    2:10 p.m.
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