

Faculty Senate

Friday, January 27, 2012
Battle Mountain – BM 4; Elko –GTA 130; Ely –GBC 118;

Pahrump – PVC 124; Winnemucca –GBC 202
          Meeting Minutes

I. Roll call
Voting Representatives:  

Charles Ekberg, Angie deBraga, Dorinda Friez, Mark Fraga, Cathy Fulkerson, Janie Moore, Jeannie Rosenthal, Yvonne Sutherland, Ami Rogers, Stephen Theriault, Jon Licht, Earl Owen, Steven Scilacci, Heather Steel,  Norm Whittaker, James Elithorp, Cindy Hyslop, Larry Hyslop, Tim Beasley, Robert Hannu, Dwaine Hiles, Frank Daniels, John (Russ) Orr, Christine Young-Gerber, Carolyn Trainor, Mary Doucette, Karen Dannehl, David Ellefsen, James Fitzgerald, Dale Griffith, Jeffrey Peters, Pete Bagley, David Freistroffer, Kara Coates, Laurie Walsh, Marsha Holford, Janice King, Adriana Mendez, John Newman 
Absent Voting Members: Scott Hennefer, (P), Amber Donnelli (P), Tamara Gailey (P), Lynne Owens (P), Stephanie Davis (P), Heather McCoy (P), Bonnie Hofland, Heidi Johnston, Wendy Charlebois, Patrick Collins
Other Members Present: Karen Kimber, Justine Stout, Dale Bolinder, Susanne Bentley, Eric Walsh, Glen Tenney, Tawny Crum, Scott Nielsen, Brandy Nielsen
Visitors: 

II. Call to order:  Action
Vice Chair Freistroffer called the regular meeting of Faculty Senate to order at 9:31    a.m. on January 27, 2012.
III. Approval of minutes:  Action
 A motion was made and seconded to approve Faculty Senate Minutes from the 

December 9, 2011 meeting.  There were 5 proxies recorded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. senate chair report:  Information
a)  Chair Negrete emailed her Senate report to faculty, please be sure and review.
b) Vice Chair Freistroffer reminded the Senate of the Thursday, 5:00 pm proxy deadline, due to the change in the time of the Senate meeting. 
c) Vice Chair Freistroffer brought forward an item requested by the Technology Committee to get a sense of the Senate.  Changing from GroupWise email to Gmail.  Dwaine Hiles reported that there have been several requests to move to Gmail.  Some of the reasons are:  storage is limited with GroupWise email, Gmail offers free email for higher education, 25 gig storage, document storage and can collaborate storage, groups can be created, and calendars can be shared.  There would also be less time managing Gmail.  SCS has moved to Gmail and other colleges around the state are also considering moving.  A question was asked about email addresses and how they would be set up.  If a conversion happens, it is up to the institution to determine how the addresses would be set up.  Another question was asked about the cost, since business cards would have to be changed.  Dwaine didn’t have a cost estimate at this time. Gmail should interface better with mobile devices.  The domain will be gbcnv.edu and you will no longer use Gmail in the address.  Files can be transferred over to Gmail.  This would be a time consuming transfer but can be done.  A comment was made that Gmail would be slower and not as intuitive but another person mentioned the opposite.  There was a question asked whether there would be an overlap when changing over the email.  The College has purchased a Gmail module to create and migrate accounts.  The current GroupWise email system will be left in place for a period of 6 months or longer.  Dwaine was not sure if proxies are used in Gmail.  A faculty member commented that Gmail works a lot better from home.  Archived email would have to be restored to GroupWise and moved to Gmail.  If anyone has questions, they can speak with SCS.  Computer Services will have issues worked out before the change is made.  The sense of the Senate was to move forward with the change.
V. committee reports
d) Academic Standards – No Report 
e) Adjunct Faculty – No Report 
f) Assessment – Written Report 
g) Budget & Facilities – Written & Verbal Report Norm Whittaker reported that the deadline for equipment requests has been changed to October 1st 2012.  The committee was allotted $400,000 for equipment and the committee received $800,000 in requests.  The committee has made their decisions and has sent them to President’s Council for approval.  Results will be sent to faculty senate as soon as the approval comes back from President’s Council.  Norm also reported that there is a lot of surplus equipment on campus and a surplus sale has been tentatively scheduled for June 9th.  Please email Dorinda with a list of any surplus equipment you might have.  
h) Compensation & Benefits – Written Report

i) Curriculum & Articulation – Written/Action Report Mary Doucette brought forward an action item to move THTR 102 from Fine Arts to English/Communications.  This has been approved by the English department.  A motion was made to accept the change.  All were in favor, motion passes.
j) Department Chairs –  Written Report
k) Distance Education – Written/Verbal Report John Newman reported that the committee has been tasked with coming up with recommendations for online courses to help satisfy accreditation requirements.  There were some technical problems that prevented John from finishing his report so Susanne Bentley gave an overview of the requirements. There was a long discussion about adjuncts and over seeing adjunct teaching quality. There was discussion about volunteer oversight by department faculty and mandatory department chair over sight.   It was suggested that departments follow up with adjunct instructors to make sure they are following thru with students and possibly have access to the online class.  There needs to be some oversight and consistency with online classes.  There is a concern about a seven day turn around time for homework to be graded and back to students.  There is no requirement of LiveNet for online classes.  There needs to be a collaboration tool for the student to contact the instructor.  Scott Nielsen mentioned that there is a new regulation for online classes, from the Department of Education, due to online fraud that has taken place.  Financial Aid does not have to be paid until students have taken a test or turned in a paper to show they are actually in the class.  John asked the Senate to please look at the recommendations and give the committee feed back on them.  These are things that will be required for accreditation.  Cathy Fulkerson reported that on the IR website there is a report that shows a survey, from graduates of GBC, and how satisfied they are with their GBC experience.  Discussion with departments was recommended.  
l) Faculty & Administrative Evaluations –No Report
m) Faculty/Staff Safety – No Report

n) Gen Ed Ad Hoc Committee – Written Report 
o) Library – Written Report

p) Personnel – No Report
q) Professional Enrichment Ad Hoc Committee – No Report 
r) Student Relations – No Report 
Non-senate Committees
s) Bachelor of Arts in Integrative Studies – No Report

t) Crisis Intervention – No Report
u) Earth Advocates – No Report
I.C.E. – Written/Verbal Report Angie deBraga reported that there are several Cowboy Poetry events happening next week.  She asked faculty to please encourage students to attend the events.  Dr. Thomas Sheridan, PhD, will be speaking from 4:00 pm to 5:15 pm on Feb. 2nd, in GTA 130 and IAV sites are being included.  Dr. Sheridan will be speaking about “Native Peoples of the Southwest”.   Other events that start next Tuesday will be Barry Corbin speaking about “Life as a Professional Actor”.  He has appeared in several movies including Urban Cowboy.  Harry Madsen, a professional stunt man, will read “A Cowboy Named Emmet” written by Sam P. Edwards about Sam’s father who was from Elko.  Also, on Tuesday, Jan. 31st at 4:30 pm, there will be an artist talk/demonstration and art show reception featuring Deon Reynolds photography, “Where the Cowboy Once Roamed”.  GBC’s own Larry Hyslop also has ceramics on display along with the photographs.  This event will take place in the Leonard Center for Student Life.  Events can also be found on the GBC website. 
v) TEC and  Elementary and Secondary Education – No Report

VI. FOUR-YEAR COMMITTEE REPORTS
w)  Bachelor of Applied Science – No Report

x) Bachelor of Social Work – No Report

VII. CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) –  No Report

VIII. Health Sciences and Human Services – No Report

IX. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Adjunct Reps Charlie Ekberg has volunteered to be a rep. but one more rep is needed.
X. NEW BUSINESS - None
XI. INFORMATION – None 
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT - None
XIII. ADJOURNMENT – Action 

The Faculty Senate adjourned the meeting at 10:17 a.m.
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